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o e MEMORANDUM O SETTLEMENT \
-

The Government of India and the Government of Assam have been
! n-l;:l\in;: coneerled elforts to fulfil the aspirations of (he Bodo people relating
| 1
to their cultural identity, language, cducation and cconomic development.
Towards this end, a series of !ull\'s were held between Government of India,
Goverament of Assam and 13 )(ln Liberation Tigers (31, T) since March, 2000.

As a resulty it s agreed (o ereate o scll-governing, body for the Bodo arcas in

. the State of Assaa as foliows:
2. Objectives

The objectives of the agreement arc: o ereate an Autonomous self
governing body (o be known as Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) within
the State o Assam and l() provide Constitutional protection under Sixth
Schedule to the said /\u(ononumx Body: (o tullil cconomice, educational and
linguistic aspirations and the preservation of land-rights, socto-cultural and
cthnic wdentity of the Bodos; and to speed up the infrastructure developnient
in BTC arca.

3. Area

3.1 The arca of the proposcd B'I'C shall comprise all the villages and arcas

as per Annexure 1o be so notified by the State Government, The above
mentioned villages and arcas shall be divided into 4 contiguous districts afier

reorganisation ol the existing districts of Assam within a period ol 6 months

ol the signing ol he agreement on the lines of the proposal given by BIT

subject to clearance of (he Delimitation Commission.

Y
3.2 A Commiltce comprising one representative cach from Governments

\
of India & Assam and BLT will decide by consensus on the inclusion of

additional villages and arcas in (he BTC from out of villages and arcas given

i Admexnre 11 on fhe Dasis of thie criteria of triby] population being not less
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Slan 5094, conuguity or any other agreed relevant criteria within a period of

o7 r . 5 S '
ythree months of stgnng ol this Mos.

4. * Status of Bodoland Territorial Council
The provision of the Sixth Schedule and other rclevant Atlicles of (he

Constitution of India will apply o BIC, mutatis mutandis in (crms of this

agreement.  The saleguards/modilications lor the non-tribals in BTC arca,
inter-alia, will include the [ollowing;:
/ 4.1. Provisions of para 1(2) ol Sixth Schedule regarding Autonomous
Regions will not be applicable to B1C,
4.2 A provision will be made in Para 2(1) of the Sixth Schedule for
ncreasing (he number of members [or BTC up 10 46 out of which 30
will be reserved for Scheduled Tribes, S for non-tribal communitics, §
open for all communitics and 6 1o be nominated by Governor of Assam
from the unrepresented communities from BTC arca of which atlcast
two should be women. Nominated members will have the same rights
andprivileges ag other members, including voling rights. Election from
the 40 constituencics of BTC shall be op the basis of adulq [ranchisc,
The term of the clected members of BTC shall be for 3 ycars.
43 - Salcguards for the scttlement rights, (ransfer and- inheritance of
property cte. of non-tribals will be suitably incorporated in para 3 of
the Sixth Schedule, Any such law ay may be made by the BTC ip this
“
regard will not, in particular:
a) extinguish the rights and privileges cnjoyed by any cilizen of
India jn respect of his land at the commencement OI‘BTC, and
b) bar any citizen from acquiring land cither by way ol inheritance,
allotment, settlement or by way of (ran

\

cligible for such bonafide acquisition of land within the BTC

sler 1f such cilizens were
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4.4  Provision will be added in para 6 of Sixth Schedule that in BTC arca,

language and medium ol instruction in cducational institutions will not

be changed without approval ol the State Government.

4.5 Provisions of para § of Sixth Schedule regarding power to assess and

collect land revenue and impose taxes shall be applicable to BTC.

4.6 Para 10 of the Sixth Schedule will not be applicable to BTC arca.

4.7  Provisions of Article 332(6) ol the Constitution will be so modilicd
that the existing status ol representation of BTC arca in the State
Asscmbly is kept intact. After the creation of BTC, the Parhamentary
& Asscmbly Constituencics shall be delimited by the Delimitation

Commission in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution.

In the event, Panchayati Raj system ceases to be in force in the Council
arca, the powers of the Panchayati Raj Institutions in such matters shall

be vested with the Counctl.

The amendments to the Sixth Schedule shall include provisions in such a
manner that non-tribals are not disadvantaged in relation to the rights enjoyed
by them at the commencenient of BTC and their rights and privileges

mcluding land rigits are fully protected.

D Powers and Functions
5.1 The Council shall have legislative powers in respect o subjects
ranslerred (o 1t as enumerated at Annexure 1. All laws made under this

paragraph shall be submitted forthwith to the Governor and until assented to

é
by him, shall have no cffect. The BTC shall have exceutive, administrative
and [mancial powers in respect of subjects transferred to it

Y
5.2 There shall be an Exccutive Council comprising of not morc than 12
.

-~

Lixccutive Members, onc of whom shall be the Chiel and another onc the

Deputy Chief of the said

Exceutive Council. There shall be adequate

representation for the pdn-tribal members in the Exceutive Council. The
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Chicfl and the Deputy Chicl of the Council shall have the status cquivalent to
(he Cabinet Minister and the other xecutive Members equivalent o the
Minister of the State of Assam for protocol purposes in BTC arca. /
53 The BTC shall have the full control over the officers and stalf
conneeted with the delegated subjects working in the BTC arca and shall be
competent to transfer these officers and stalT within the BTC arca. ACRs of
these officers shall also be written by the appropriate BTC authority.

5.4  BTC shall also be competent to make appointments for all posts under
its control in accordance with the rules of appointment followed by the
Government of Assam. However, the posts, where recruitment is made on the
recommendation of APSC, shall not be covered under this provision. The
Council may constitutc a Sclection Board for appointments to be made by it
and may also make rules, with the approval of the Governor of Assam, to
regulate appointments * and (o ensure  adequate representation for - all

communitices living in the Council arca.

5.5 No posts shall be created by BTC without concurrence of the

Government of Assam and it shall also abide by the decision of the

Government of Assam in respect ol abolition of/temporarily keeping vacant
1
any post.

5.6

Devcelopment functions and bodics within the competence of BTC shall

be transferred to BTC. In respect ol DRDA, concurrence of Government of

India will be obtained.

|
5.7  The offices of the Dy. Commissioners and Superintendent of Police

will be outside the superintendence and control of BTC.

5.8  The Statc Government w«b}nld provide an amount, to be decided cvery
O .
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year on population Fatio basis, as grants-in-aid in two cqual instalments to the
ITC for exceuling development works. The proportionate share for the BTC
chall be caleulated on the basis of the plan funds available afler sctting aside

the funds required for garmarked sectors and the salary. This amount may be

reduced proportionately il the state plan allocation is recuced or there s plan
/ cut due o resource problem. In addition. the Council will be paid a suitable
j

l amount of plan funds and non-plan (unds to cover the office expenses and the
salaries of the staff working under their control. The BTC shall disburse the
calarics of the staff under their control and would ensure strict cconomy in the

1
matler.

50 BTC authority shall prepare a plan with the amounts likely to be
available for development works, both under State sharc and Central share,
covering any or all the activities of the departments under their control. The

Council shall have full discretion in sclecting the activitics and choosing the

amount for the investment under the same in any year covering all groups of

people in a fair and cquitable manner. This plan will be a sub sct of the State

plan and would be treated as its integral part. Once the plan of the State

including BTC plan, gets the approval of the Planning Commission, the BTC

authority shall start exccution of their plan in the BTC arca. Modifications, if
41 any, made by the Planning Comimission in the BTC proposal, shall be binding
on the BTC authority.

The State Government shall not divert the funds

B

allocated to the BTC to other heads and also ensure its timely release. BTC

may have Planning Department Lo prepare the plans for BTC arca to be

submitted to Planning Commission through the Government ol Assam.
5.10 The exceutive functions 9f the BTC shall be exercised through its
Principal Scerctary who shall be an officer of the rank nol below that of
Commissioner/ Scerctary (0 ;‘y\vcrnmcnl ol Assam. The sanclxomn powcrs

{ the Government of Ass T shall be vested with the Principal Scerctary of

5 BTC and sanctioning po, X)ﬁfﬂ,dd(\) of lhc Department(s) mc]udm" for
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technical sanction shall be conferred on the senior most ollicer of that
Department preferably not below the rank ol Additional Dircetor, who may
be designated as Director of BTC for that department. The Principal Sceretary
and other officers shall exercise their powers under the overall guidance and
supervision of BTC. %
!

6 Law and Order

To strengthen the Police Administration, Government of Assam shall
appoint an IGP for the 4 districts of- BTC and the jurisdiction of the DIG

Kokrajhar shall also be modificd to cover these 4 districts.

7 Revision of list of ST

Conscquent to the inclusion of BTC arca into the Sixth Schedule, the
list of ST for the Statc ofAssum shall be so modificd so as to cnsure that the
tribal status of Bodos and other tribals living outside the BTC arca docs not
get aflected adversely.
8. Grant of ST status to Bodo Kacharis of Karbi Anglong and NC
Hills districts

The Government of India agrees to consider sympathetically the
mclusion of the Bodo Kacharis living in Karbi Anglong and NC Hills

Autonomous Council arca in the ST (Fill) List of State of Assam.

2. Development of Bodo Language _

9.1 The Government of India agrees o consider favourably the inclusion
ol Bodo Language in Devnagri script in the Lighth Schedule of the
Constitution. S

9.2 Bodo language shall be the official language of B’l:C subject to the

condition tl

t Assamese and Lnglish shall also continuc to be uscd for
N

official IpOSCS. \
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10. Additional Development Package for BYC
10.1 ‘The State Government, within the limitation of (inancial and other

constraints, may ofter or allow the Council W ofler, possible and sustainable

additional incentives (or attracting private investment in the Council arca and
would also Yupport projects for external funding.

102 1In order 10 accelerate the development of the region and 10 mect the

aspirations of the people, the Government of India will provide financial

assistance of Rs. 100 crores per annuin for 5 ycars for projects o develop the

socio-cconomic infrastructure in BTC arcas over and above the pormal plan

assistance to the State of Assam. The size of the Corpus will be reviewed

alter a period of 5 years. Quitable mechanism will be built in the system to

ensure that the funds are transferred 1o P1C in time and at regular intervals.

An illustrative list of projects which may be considered to be taken up inBTC

arca 1s al Annexure IV.

10.3  Government of India will provide neeessary onc time [inancial
Jssistance required for development of administrative infrastructure in the
newly created district headquarters, sub-divisional headquarters and block

headquarters, besides the BTC Seerelarial Complex at Kokrajhar.

1. Centrally funded University
Iy A Centrally funded Central Institute of ‘Technology (CIT) will be sct
up to impart cducation in \-/z\rious lcc\um\ng'\u\\/voculionul disciplines such as
Information Technology: Bio-technology, Food Processing, Rural Industrics,

yusiness Management, ele. \

112 The CIT will be (iqucmly upgraded to a Centrally funded State
University With techt cn\‘and’b?m-lcc\micz\\ disciplines to be run by the BTC.
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12.  Relief & Rehabilitation
121 The BLT would join the national mainstream and shun the path of
violence in the interest of peace and development. Afler the formation of the
interim council of BTC, BLT will dissolve itscll as an drganisation and
currender with arms within a week of swearing-in ol the interim council. The
State Government would provide full support to relicl and rchabilitation of
the members of BLT who would surrender with arms in this process in
accordance with the existing policy ol the State. Financial support in such
cascs, however, shall be limited to be provisions of the scheme prepared and
funded by the Government of India. Withdrawal of cases against such persons
and those related to overground Bodo movement since 1987 shall be

considered according to the existing policy of the Statc of Assam.

122 The Government of India will initiate steps for review of action against
(he Bodo cmployees of Government of India and subordinatc offices as well
as in respect of Central Government Undertakings. Similar action would be
taken by the Government of Assam.

12.3 Bodo youth will be consideied for recruitment in Police, Army and

paramilitary forces to increase their representation in these forees.

13.  Special Rehabilitation Programme for the people affected by
cthnic disturbances: T '

The Special Rehabilitation Programme (SRP) for the pcoplc affeeted
by cthnic disturbances in Assam, who are at present living at relicf camps in
Kokrajhar, Bongaigaon cte. shall e completed by the Government of Assam
with active support of BTC. Neeessary funds for their rehabilitation shall be

provided by the Govegswent of India and lands which arc frec from all

cncumbrances requiged for such rehabilitation shall be madc available by the
BTC.




4. Interim Council
Immediately after signing of the agreement, Interim lixceutive Council

[or BTC shall be formed by Governor ol Assam from amongst the leaders of

the present Bodo movement, including the signatorics o this sctlement, and
shall include adequate representation (o the non-tribal communitics in BTC
arca. The Tnterim Council shall not continue for a period beyond 6 months
during which period clection to the Council shall be held. Government of

Assam shall dissolve the Bodoland Autonomous Council (BAC) and repeal

the BAC Act.
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15.  Government of Assam will consider inclusion of all tribals including
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Bodos in RITAC/ MAC/ LAC in consultation with lcaders of these Councils.

16.  The implementation of the provision ol the Mecemorandum  of

Settlement shall be periodically reviewed by a Committee comprising

representatives of Government of India, Government of Assam and BTC.

Signed on 10™ February, 2003 at New Delhi in the presence of Shri LK. Advani,

Lion’ble Deputy Prime Minister of India and Shri Tarun Gogoi, Chief Minister of

Assam.
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(Hagrama Basumatary) (P.K..Dulta /" i (R.C.A. Jain)
Chairman Chiel” Seerety ' Sccrclary,(‘ﬁM)

f
Bodo Liberation Tigers Government of Assam ( Ex Ministry ofdlTome Affairs
Government of India
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Vice Chairman, BLT
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Sceretary General, BLT
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Dokendra Nat Brakma
Sceretary Intelligenge, BLT
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Mitha Ram Basumatary
Home Sceretary, BLT
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Binod Na zary

Sceretary, Arms & Ammunition, BLT
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Kampa Borgayari @ Mainao
Publicity Scerctary, BLT
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Hitesh Kumar Basumatary

Military Sceretary, BLT
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Sabha Ram I}usl'lmalaly @) Song Raja

Sceretary Finance, BLT
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Mihiniswar Bus matary
Organizing Sceretary, BLT




